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Keep The Park In Roland Park
POSTED AUGUST 20, 9:31 AM

I ran from North Avenue to Northern Parkway and back on Monday. That run takes you through some
very rough areas and some wealthy areas. When I hit the southern part of Roland Park I started to
notice signs planted in people's front yards. There are three versions I remember: "Keep the Park in
Roland Park", "Save the Park in Roland Park", and "Keswick No". I ran up Roland Avenue toward
Baltimore Country Club and the number of signs only increased.

So what has made the people of the Roland Park area so sign crazy? The Baltimore Country Club
located off of Roland Avenue in the heart of Roland park wants to sell most of their 30-acre property
(that is mostly open green space) to Keswick Multi-Care Center.  Keswick wants to build a senior center
there.

Before I give my opinion about this I would advise that you read these articles and opinion pieces:

Keswick Multi-Care Center sets sights on city council approval for $195M project
Keswick: Roland Park project to generate 160 new jobs
Various links to related articles can be found here.
The Greening of Roland Park
Open space fight roils Roland Park
Big senior center remains a bad fit
New York Times: Club’s Plan to Sell Land Shatters a Baltimore Neighborhood’s Serenity

It is true that the land is privately owned and that Keswick has offered to pay a large sum of money for
the land. It is also true that if Baltimore Country Club wanted to to build something on the scale that
Keswick is proposing that they would have to receive a planned unit development ordinance from the
mayor/city council. So the land is currently not meant to be used for what Keswick is proposing, they
would have to get special permission.  In Baltimore you can not just buy a piece of land and build a large
building there, you need city approval. In order to get city approval you must get neighborhood approval
or sneak it past the neighborhood. The neighbors clearly do not want this and the mayor and city council
need to pay attention.  Councilwoman Sharon Green Middleton supports the community on this matter.

I think there are better places in Baltimore that this project could help develop.  This project is not going
to help develop Roland Park. Roland Park is pretty much a complete neighborhood that does not need
any major tweaks.  I think it would be great if Keswick offered the owners of the Madison-Park housing
project on North Avenue that money and built the senior center in Reservoir Hill. Now that would help
develop Reservoir Hill and the surrounding area.

I think it is great that residents of Roland Park are getting behind an issue that involves preservation of
green space. I hope that no matter what happens that they become vocal proponents of park projects
and activities all over Baltimore and especially at nearby Druid Hill Park.

If all  else fails Roland Park should consider threatening to secede.

For more info: Roland Park.

Sam: Looks like the ny times reads this blog:

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/20/us/20baltimore.h... 
August 20, 10:14 AM
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Insert photo caption or credit
here Interview tips abound out
there. Feel free to overwhelm
yourself with them. Meanwhile, if
you know the basics (firm up the
handshake, ...
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Jessamy Is Shamed In A Report- How It Relates To Pigtown
Crime
POSTED AUGUST 19, 6:51 AM

In Pigtown if you do the crime then you do little or no time. This is the message that residents of Pigtown
have been conveying to me over the last few weeks. Numerous criminals with extensive crime histories
have been given slaps on the wrists and sometimes... Read More

 4 Comments: Add | Read 

Linden Liquors Is Really Closed!
POSTED AUGUST 18, 5:39 PM

I just walked down to the North Avenue and walked in front of Linden Bar and Liquors. It is closed! In
fact I stood out there for five minutes and not one person even walked by me. Two cars pulled up
looking kind of confused. By now most of you know... Read More

 4 Comments: Add | Read 

Cleaner, Greener, And Bloodier?
POSTED AUGUST 18, 6:47 AM

One of Mayor Dixon's biggest campaigns has been her Cleaner, Greener Baltimore Initiative. She has
promoted new bike trails, talked about hybrid vehicles, started an anti-litter campaign, and tried to
market herself as the cleaner/greener mayor of Baltimore.... Read More

 0 Comments: Add

The Charles Street Trolley Is A Bad Idea
POSTED AUGUST 17, 12:11 PM

The Charles Street Development Corporation has been promoting a Charles Street trolley for the past
few years. You can view the official idea here. The city (AKA the tax payer) is already contributing
$620,000 toward a two-year study of the proposed... Read More
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Homelessness In Baltimore
POSTED AUGUST 15, 5:53 PM

In almost every section of Baltimore it is hard not to encounter a homeless person. You can build new
buildings and come up with catchy sayings but the sites and smells of homelessness will discourage
even the most optimistic Baltimore fan. Mayor Dixon... Read More

 8 Comments: Add | Read 

The Padlock Hearing For Linden Bar And Liquors
POSTED AUGUST 15, 6:52 AM

I was at the padlock hearing for Linden Liquors on Wednesday. The Baltimore Sun was also there and
published a story about it.   I think the Sun paints a confusing picture of who was there.  The room where
I was sitting was packed with... Read More
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Another Jessamy Controversy
POSTED AUGUST 14, 12:45 PM

In today's Baltimore Sun there is a story about a former prosecutor's actions coming back to haunt the
state's attorney's office. Apparently a prosecutor withheld evidence from the defense in a 2001 murder
case. Here is a typical Jessamy-related quote... Read More
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Ed Reisinger Is Also Part Of The Family
POSTED AUGUST 14, 8:46 AM

I have received a lot of interesting feedback pertaining to my family connections in Baltimore politics
piece from last week.  Most of the comments sent to me deal with Ed Reisinger.  I forgot to mention that
Ed Reisinger's father was in the... Read More
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Prostitution in Baltimore
POSTED AUGUST 12, 3:58 PM

My story about a Baltimore prostitution website generated a lot of talk so I wanted to write more about
prostitution in Baltimore today. Stephen Janis and Luke Broadwater of the Baltimore Examiner wrote
three articles that focus on the dangers of prostitution... Read More
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