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Tie-breaker?

Our view: Mayor urges talks in Roland Park land dispute, but compromise
seems unlikely

December 15, 2008

A piece of Baltimore Country Club history was demolished last week: the tennis
clubhouse that served four grass courts that were built in 1903. Over the years, it was
home to local tennis champions and even hosted the occasional star, including Pancho
Gonzalez and Billie Jean King. Phil Spevak heard about the demolition hours after it
occurred Tuesday, though he had met that morning with club leaders. It's not surprising.
Mr. Spevak is the president of the Roland Park Civic League, which has masterfully
rallied the neighborhood against the club's sale of 17 acres for a proposed continuing
care retirement community.

The Civic League has wanted for some time to buy the parcel and preserve it as green
space for the community. But the country club has a buyer, the nearby Keswick Multi-
Care Center, and it's moving ahead with its plans. Until recently, Mayor Sheila Dixon had
stayed out of the contentious debate over retaining Roland Park's leafy character. In a
Nov. 24 letter to the Civic League, Ms. Dixon objected to the development as presently
designed by Keswick, but she urged the two sides to get together "to determine whether
compromise is possible."

Ms. Dixon gets an A for effort, but it will take more than a mayoral nudge to resolve this
dispute. That's because what the two sides want is mutually exclusive. The community
has the backing of two City Council members in its effort to keep the land undeveloped,
which poses a major obstacle for Keswick as it seeks the necessary approvals to build
an assisted-living facility there. The club leadership has said plainly that it won't sell the
land to the community and rejects outright the contention that the public has any right or
claim to the property.

In tennis, there's never a draw. Keswick should begin design work on a new facility that
is smaller and greener. But if city officials expect to break this stalemate by spring, they
should heed the advice of tennis pro Dale LeProvost: "Have a winning game plan before
you ever walk on the court."

E-mail

Share & Print  [F] Reprint w{m,,

Related topic galleries: Sheila Dixon, Clubs and Associations, Dining and Drinking, Pancho
Gonzalez

All topics

Get home delivery of The Sun and save over 50% off the newsstand price

Copyright © 2008, The Baltimore Sun

Read 4 comments »

Name

Comments

Type the numbers you see in the image on the right: -

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/editorial/bal-ed.roland15dec15,0,2748258.story

12/15/08 10:49 AM

-what maryland thinks ;-

Share your opinion about topics in the news

* Obama and Blagojevich scandal
Do you think the scandals involving Gov. Rod
Blagojevich of lllinois could create political problems for

President-elect Barack Obama?

« City official pay raises
* Support for Red Line plan

* Obama's Cabinet

* Police overtime, city homicides

* Meet The Sun's editorial board
* Submit a letter to the Editor
* Contribute to the Commentary pages

IN REALITY, THERE
IS NO SUCH THING

AS CLEAN COAL.

Popular stories

Most viewed

Ravens hit Steel ceiling

b

Reality

Mike Preston: Upon further review: 92-yard
drive overshadows controversial call

Outrage at video showing disdain for wounded

man

Referee's explanation of the Steelers' game-

winning TD

Mike Preston's report card

More most viewed

Page 1 of 2


http://www.baltimoresun.com/services/site/registration/show-createprofile.register
http://www.baltimoresun.com/services/site/registration/show-login.register
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/bal-poll1209,0,483944.poll
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/bal-poll1208,0,418407.poll
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/bal-poll1211,0,90721.poll
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/bal-poll1212,0,156258.poll
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/bal-poll1210,0,25184.poll
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/bal-edboardbios,0,4450844.htmlstory
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/bal-op.contribute,0,7255182.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/bal-letters-box,0,7198750.story
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh=v8/3797/3/0/%2a/y%3B210274460%3B0-0%3B0%3B31512403%3B4307-300/250%3B29567386/29585265/1%3B%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Bptype%3Ds%3Bslug%3Dbal-edroland15dec15%3Brg%3Dur%3Bref%3Dbaltimoresuncom%3Bpos%3D1%3Bsz%3D300x250%3Btile%3D6%3Bat%3DTennis%3Bat%3DBars+and+Clubs%3Bat%3DSheila+Dixon%3Bat%3DClubs+and+Associations%3Bat%3DSports%3Bat%3DBasketball%3Bat%3DDining+and+Drinking%3Bat%3DPancho+Gonzalez%3Bat%3DLifestyle+and+Leisure%3B%7Eaopt%3D0/ff/ff/ff%3B%7Efdr%3D209995310%3B0-0%3B0%3B12925001%3B4307-300/250%3B29430582/29448461/1%3B%3B%7Eokv%3D%3Bptype%3Ds%3Bslug%3Dbal-edroland15dec15%3Brg%3Dur%3Bref%3Dbaltimoresuncom%3Bpos%3D1%3Bsz%3D300x250%3Btile%3D6%3Bat%3DTennis%3Bat%3DBars+and+Clubs%3Bat%3DSheila+Dixon%3Bat%3DClubs+and+Associations%3Bat%3DSports%3Bat%3DBasketball%3Bat%3DDining+and+Drinking%3Bat%3DPancho+Gonzalez%3Bat%3DLifestyle+and+Leisure%3B%7Eaopt%3D2/0/ff/1%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://www.thisisreality.org
http://www.baltimoresun.com/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3797/0/0/%2a/h;44306;0-0;0;12925001;31-1/1;0/0/0;;~okv=;ptype=s;slug=bal-edroland15dec15;rg=ur;ref=baltimoresuncom;pos=s;sz=1x1;tile=2;at=Tennis;at=Bars%20and%20Clubs;at=Sheila%20Dixon;at=Clubs%20and%20Associations;at=Sports;at=Basketball;at=Dining%20and%20Drinking;at=Pancho%20Gonzalez;at=Lifestyle%20and%20Leisure;~aopt=2/0/ff/1;~sscs=%3f
http://www.baltimoresun.com/Circulation
http://www.baltimoresun.com/Circulation
http://www.topix.net/forum/source/baltimore-sun/TO8HVBSOQ2INVUGDS?p=6002&s=PB&co=1
http://www.topix.net/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/topic
http://www.baltimoresun.com/topic/lifestyle-leisure/clubs-associations/10008000.topic
http://www.baltimoresun.com/topic/sports/pancho-gonzalez-PESPT002659.topic
http://www.baltimoresun.com/topic/politics/government/sheila-dixon-PEPLT007483.topic
http://www.baltimoresun.com/topic/lifestyle-leisure/dining-drinking/10003000.topic
http://www.baltimoresun.com/topic/politics/government/sheila-dixon-PEPLT007483.topic
http://www.baltimoresun.com/topic/sports/pancho-gonzalez-PESPT002659.topic
http://www.baltimoresun.com/bal-homedelivery-storylink,0,5474215.storylink
http://www.baltimoresun.com/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/editorial/bal-ed.roland15dec15,0,5297280,email.story
http://essentials.baltimoresun.com/micro_sun/sun_store/
javascript://
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/editorial/bal-ed.roland15dec15,0,4965036,print.story
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3797/0/0/%2a/l;210005768;0-0;0;12925001;21-88/31;29333082/29350961/1;;~okv=;ptype=s;slug=bal-edroland15dec15;rg=ur;ref=baltimoresuncom;pos=1;sz=88x31;tile=3;at=Tennis;at=Bars%20and%20Clubs;at=Sheila%20Dixon;at=Clubs%20and%20Associations;at=Sports;at=Basketball;at=Dining%20and%20Drinking;at=Pancho%20Gonzalez;at=Lifestyle%20and%20Leisure;~aopt=2/0/ff/1;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.vivelohoy.com.
http://www.baltimoresun.com/sports/football/bal-sp.ravens15dec15002016,0,5328061.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/sports/football/bal-sp.preston15dec15,0,3909440.column
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/baltimore_city/bal-md.ci.video13dec13,0,3274792.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/sports/football/bal-td1214,0,1647530.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/sports/football/bal-sp.reportcard15dec15,0,1213335.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/most-viewed.front
http://www.baltimoresun.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/editorial
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3797/0/0/%2a/x;124375788;0-0;0;12925001;6-120/60;22037426/22055316/1;;~okv=;ptype=s;slug=bal-edroland15dec15;rg=ur;ref=baltimoresuncom;pos=1;sz=120x60;tile=4;at=Tennis;at=Bars%20and%20Clubs;at=Sheila%20Dixon;at=Clubs%20and%20Associations;at=Sports;at=Basketball;at=Dining%20and%20Drinking;at=Pancho%20Gonzalez;at=Lifestyle%20and%20Leisure;~aopt=2/0/ff/1;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.baltimoresun.com/cars
http://www.baltimoresun.com/advertise/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/classified/jobs/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/classified/automotive/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/classified/realestate/
http://www.apartments.com/baltimoresun
http://baltimoresun.lgyp.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/celebrations
http://www.topix.net/search/classified?q=&section=forsale%3Aboats&zip=21215%3Fp&radius=25
http://www.eharmony.com/singles/servlet/registration?cid=1011&aid=1000
http://www.gadzoo.com/baltimoresun/Pets.aspx
http://print.coupons.com/alink.asp?go=13131uk1610
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/editorial/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/letters/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/
http://talk.baltimoresun.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/columnists/
http://breakingnews.baltimoresun.com/
http://baltimore.metromix.com/
http://www.bthesite.com/
http://www.explorebaltimorecounty.com/
http://www.explorecarroll.com/
http://www.explorehoward.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/services/newspaper/printedition/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/wireless/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/rss/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/services/bal-emailnewsletters,0,7880684.htmlstory
http://www.baltimoresun.com/about/bal-searchfront-htmlstory,0,5586988.htmlstory
http://www.baltimoresun.com/topic
http://www.baltimoresun.com/about/site/sitemap/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/homedelivery/
http://essentials.baltimoresun.com/media_kit/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/rewards/
http://essentials.baltimoresun.com/micro_sun/sun_store/
http://www.sunfanshop.com/
http://essentials.baltimoresun.com/contests/

Tie-breaker? -- baltimoresun.com 12/15/08 10:49 AM

Special Sections

Baltimore Dining - J
Deals

Fifty Plus

Advertise

Speakers' Bureau Post Comment
FAQs

Contact Us Please note by clicking on "Post Comment" you acknowledge that you have read the Terms of Service and
the comment you are posting is in compliance with such terms. Be polite. Inappropriate posts may be
removed by the moderator. Send us your feedback .

LOCAL JOBS

from builder
COORDINATOR
ACCOUNTANT
ACCOUNTING
ACCOUNTING
ACCOUNTANT
View all Top Jobs

amNY | Chicago Tribune | Daily Press | Hartford Courant | LA Times | Newsday | Orlando Sentinel | Sun-Sentinel | The Morning Call | The Virginia Gazette
About baltimoresun.com | About The Baltimore Sun | Tribune | Sun Store | Get home delivery
Jobs | Autos | Homes | Apartments | FSBO | Boodle Coupons | Open Houses | Houses for Rent

Privacy Policy | Terms of Service | Work for us | Feedback

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/editorial/bal-ed.roland15dec15,0,2748258.story Page 2 of 2


http://www.mcall.com/
http://www.dailypress.com/
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.vagazette.com/
http://www.amny.com/
http://www.courant.com/
http://www.newsday.com/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/
http://www.openhouses.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/classified/automotive/
http://www.apartments.com/
http://www.boodle.com/
http://www.homescape.com/
http://www.rentalhomesplus.com/
http://www.careerbuilder.com/
http://www.forsalebyowner.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/bal-sunspot-jobs,0,1563316.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/bal-sunspot-privacy,0,4798930.htmlstory
http://www.baltimoresun.com/bal-feedback,0,3433657.htmlstory
http://www.baltimoresun.com/bal-sunspot-agreement,0,519637.htmlstory
http://www.topix.net/
http://www.topix.net/topix/terms
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/editorial/bal-ed.roland15dec15,0,2748258.story#
http://www.baltimoresun.com/about/bal-about-bscom,0,695459.htmlstory
http://www.baltimoresun.com/homedelivery/
http://www.tribune.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/about/bal-about-baltsun,0,2763999.htmlstory
http://essentials.baltimoresun.com/micro_sun/sun_store/
http://essentials.baltimoresun.com/contests/
http://essentials.baltimoresun.com/micro_sun/special_sections/
http://www.baltimorediningdeals.com/
http://fiftyplus.baltimoresun.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/advertise/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/about/bal-about-sun-community5,0,2096190.htmlstory
http://www.baltimoresun.com/faq/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/about/bal-about-sun-contact,0,2796354.htmlstory

