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A more sensible site for Keswick center
By Janet Felsten
July 10, 2008

Let's take a broader view of the issue The Sun presented in letters to the editor as
"Open space fight roils Roland Park."

Keswick Multi-care Center desires to build a high-end senior living facility, including 225
independent-living units, 58 assisted-living units and 40 beds for residents in need of
skilled nursing. Across the street from Keswick's current facilities, Hekemian & Co.
desires to develop the many acres of impervious surface that surround the Rotunda
shopping center, including residential units (302 apartments, 44 condos and 12
townhouses, according to the last publicly available description), with "a goal to focus on
pedestrian life and activity, sensitivity to scale of surrounding buildings and reducing the
impact of traffic on surrounding streets." 

While it wouldn't address the Baltimore Country Club's desire for funds that selling off its
Falls Road property would generate, a move by Keswick to pursue development close to
its current operations would be logical and a good marketing strategy. The Rotunda
would offer seniors the potential to have more walk-to options, to be neighbors with
seniors at Roland Park Place and the apartments towers nearby (many of them probably
old friends, given the Smalltimore syndrome) and to be closer to urban amenities. 

This idea offers economies of scale, wonderful views out over the city, the opportunity to
add greenery where paved surface reigns supreme and, for Hekemian, a built-in market
with energy, disposable income and cultural and intellectual capital to help attract
commercial tenants. It seems like a no-brainer - and a much more attractive site for
those considering a move to a continuing care community than being isolated on a west-
facing hillside overlooking traffic and athletic fields. 

The Baltimore Country Club wants to
sell its surplus land and hopes to do

so for $12.5 million, predicated upon the rezoning of historically green space. Is this
rezoning a realistic expectation, considering the opposition of the surrounding community
and the clear policy on the part of the city to preserve open space, channel development
to underutilized, developed land and increase the urban tree canopy? 

If BCC will consider a price more in line with the fair market value under existing zoning,
I feel certain that more appropriate and compatible alternatives for the site's future can be
found. 

For the vitality of our urban setting and the health of the Jones Falls watershed, let's
encourage all parties involved to take advantage of the obvious synergies here. 

Get home delivery of The Sun and save over 50% off the newsstand price

Copyright © 2008, The Baltimore Sun

Text size: 

E-mail  Print  Reprint  Share 

Md. state trooper charged with marijuana
possession

Unveiling of 'Trek' episode that was 20 years in
making

Peter Schmuck: The Favre option

FBI says bomb threat on plane from BWI not
credible

A boy lost, and found

More most viewed

Most viewed Most e-mailed Hot topics

Home  > News  > Op/Ed

Classified
Advertise
Jobs
Cars
Real Estate
Apartments
Celebrations
Boats
Personals
Pets
Grocery Coupons

Weather

Traffic

News

Maryland

Sports

Lifestyle

Business

Opinion
Editorials
Letters to the Editor
Op/Ed
Ideas
Talk Forums
Columnists

Blogs

Travel

Shopping

Partner Sites
Metromix
bthesite.com
Explore Baltimore Co.
Explore Carroll Co.
Explore Howard Co.

Resources
Print Edition
Wireless Edition
RSS Feeds
Newsletters/Alerts
Archives
Topic Galleries
Site Map

Services
Subscriber Services
Media Kit
Reader Rewards
Sun Store
Sun Fan Shop
Contests

http://www.baltimoresun.com/services/site/registration/show-createprofile.register
http://www.baltimoresun.com/services/site/registration/show-login.register
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/bal-ed.booster30jun30,0,1966254.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/bal-ed.le.satshootings19jun19,0,4986889.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/bal-ed.le.rolandpark09jul09,0,1768641.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/bal-op.contribute,0,7255182.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/bal-letters-box,0,7198750.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/bal-edboardbios,0,4450844.htmlstory
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/36f9/0/0/%2a/h;204983859;0-0;1;12925001;4307-300/250;27120084/27137963/1;;~okv=;ptype=s;slug=bal-opsay10jul10;rg=ur;ref=baltimoresuncom;pos=1;sz=300x250;tile=4;~aopt=2/0/ff/1;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.baltimorediningdeals.com
http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000715063/mnum=0000570781/genr=1/tkdt=B0P0R1T0/u=1/hr=10/hl=5/c=3/scres=5/swh=1280x800/tile=1/f=0/r=1/fv=9/cstr=426549=_4876192c,2176266432,715063%5E570781%5E1%5E0,1_/bnum=426549
http://www.baltimoresun.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/Circulation
http://www.baltimoresun.com/Circulation
http://www.baltimoresun.com/topic
http://www.baltimoresun.com/topic/lifestyle-leisure/clubs-associations/10008000.topic
http://www.baltimoresun.com/topic/us/maryland/baltimore-county/baltimore/roland-park-PLGEO100100603012800.topic
http://www.baltimoresun.com/topic/us/maryland/baltimore-county/baltimore/roland-park-PLGEO100100603012800.topic
http://www.baltimoresun.com/bal-homedelivery-storylink,0,5474215.storylink
http://www.baltimoresun.com/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bal-op.say10jul10,0,4076246,print.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bal-op.say10jul10,0,4408490,email.story
http://essentials.baltimoresun.com/micro_sun/sun_store/
javascript://
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/bal-trooper0710,0,4109167.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/entertainment/custom/live/bal-li.blood10jul10,0,7441530.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/sports/football/bal-sp.schmuck10jul10,0,5557034.column
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/bal-flight0710,0,714726.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/local/baltimore_city/bal-md.ci.child10jul10,0,3803687.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/most-viewed.front
http://www.baltimoresun.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news
http://www.baltimoresun.com/advertise/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/classified/jobs/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/classified/automotive/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/classified/realestate/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/classified/realestate/rentals/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/celebrations
http://baltimoresun.p2ionline.com/SunMarina/rop/index.aspx
http://clk.atdmt.com/AVE/go/trbnnehy0050000053ave/direct/01/
http://www.gadzoo.com/baltimoresun/Pets.aspx
http://print.coupons.com/alink.asp?go=13131uk1610
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/editorial/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/letters/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/ideas/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/talk/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/columnists/
http://baltimore.metromix.com/
http://www.bthesite.com/
http://www.explorebaltimorecounty.com/
http://www.explorecarroll.com/
http://www.explorehoward.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/services/newspaper/printedition/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/wireless/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/rss/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/services/bal-emailnewsletters,0,7880684.htmlstory
http://www.baltimoresun.com/about/bal-searchfront-htmlstory,0,5586988.htmlstory
http://www.baltimoresun.com/topic
http://www.baltimoresun.com/about/site/sitemap/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/homedelivery/
http://essentials.baltimoresun.com/media_kit/latest-updates/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/rewards/
http://essentials.baltimoresun.com/micro_sun/sun_store/
http://www.sunfanshop.com/
http://essentials.baltimoresun.com/contests/


7/10/08 10:14 AMA more sensible site for Keswick center -- baltimoresun.com

Page 2 of 2http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bal-op.say10jul10,0,1032644.story

amNY | Chicago Tribune | Daily Press | Hartford Courant | LA Times | Newsday | Orlando Sentinel | Sun-Sentinel | The Morning Call | The Virginia Gazette

Jobs | Autos | Homes | Apartments | ShopLocal.com | Discount Shopping | FSBO | Boodle Coupons | Open Houses | Houses for Rent

Privacy Policy | Terms of Service | Work for us | Feedback

 

Comments

Please note by clicking on "Post Comment" you acknowledge that you have read the Terms of Service and
the comment you are posting is in compliance with such terms. Be polite. Inappropriate posts may be
removed by the moderator. Send us your feedback.

Type the numbers you see in the image on the right: 

Post Comment

About baltimoresun.com | About The Baltimore Sun | Tribune | Sun Store | Get home delivery

Contests
Special Sections
Fifty Plus
Advertise
Speakers' Bureau
FAQs
Contact Us

CERAMIST
DENTAL ASSISTANT
INSURANCE AGENTS
CARPENTERS
DRIVER

View all Top Jobs

http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000715063/mnum=0000570781/genr=1/tkdt=B0P0R1T0/u=1/hr=10/hl=5/c=3/scres=5/swh=1280x800/tile=1/f=0/r=1/fv=9/cstr=426549=_4876192c,2176266432,715063%5E570781%5E1%5E0,1_/bnum=426549
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/
http://www.vagazette.com/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/
http://www.mcall.com/
http://www.latimes.com/
http://www.newsday.com/
http://www.amny.com/
http://www.courant.com/
http://www.dailypress.com/
http://www.forsalebyowner.com/
http://www.apartments.com/
http://www.rentalhomesplus.com/
http://www.shoplocal.com/
http://www.homescape.com/
http://www.careerbuilder.com/
http://www.openhouses.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/bal-discountshopping,0,948491.storylink
http://www.baltimoresun.com/classified/automotive/
http://www.boodle.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/bal-sunspot-jobs,0,1563316.story
http://www.baltimoresun.com/bal-feedback,0,3433657.htmlstory
http://www.baltimoresun.com/bal-sunspot-agreement,0,519637.htmlstory
http://www.baltimoresun.com/bal-sunspot-privacy,0,4798930.htmlstory
http://www.topix.net/
http://www.topix.com/ext/feedback?type=other
http://www.topix.net/topix/terms
http://essentials.baltimoresun.com/micro_sun/sun_store/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/about/bal-about-baltsun,0,2763999.htmlstory
http://www.baltimoresun.com/homedelivery/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/about/bal-about-bscom,0,695459.htmlstory
http://www.tribune.com/
http://essentials.baltimoresun.com/contests/
http://essentials.baltimoresun.com/micro_sun/special_sections/
http://fiftyplus.baltimoresun.com/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/advertise/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/about/bal-about-sun-community5,0,2096190.htmlstory
http://www.baltimoresun.com/faq/
http://www.baltimoresun.com/about/bal-about-sun-contact,0,2796354.htmlstory

