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Center sustains open space

August 9, 2008

We have encountered many questions about the Keswick Multi-Care Center's plans to
develop a senior center on the Baltimore County Club land parcel.

More than four years ago, we set out to create an extraordinary new environment for the
Baltimore senior community. Our goal is to create a special place in the form of a
continuing care retirement community that incorporates green spaces and classic
residential architecture within Baltimore.

In the run-up to the decision to purchase the Baltimore Country Club parcel, we
considered and reviewed approximately 35 sites. The parcel of land at the Baltimore
Country Club fit nearly every criterion outlined in our original vision and allowed us to
emulate the residential scale and architectural character throughout Roland Park.

We are often asked how the proposal will preserve green space on the BCC parcel.

The proposed community would be

built mainly on the site of the former
BCC tennis facility and would not encroach upon the existing natural environment at the
north end of the property.

Approximately 75 percent of the 33-acre property that includes the BCC property and the
17 acres under contract to Keswick will be retained as open space.

In addition, underground parking below the main structures permits Keswick to maximize
the green space throughout the proposed community.

Our community alone will have more than five acres of landscaped space.

As good Roland Park neighbors for more than 80 years, Keswick was naturally
concerned about the impact of the traffic our community could bring to the area. Indeed,
in her column "Surprise sparked ire in land proposal" (July 4), Jean Marbella says the
"sheer size of the project ... is enough to raise major concerns in this neighborhood of
quiet, narrow and winding streets."

But according to a report from the Traffic Group Inc. the development will have no
significant impact on the existing road system. The main access to the facility will be
from Falls Road, reducing the potential for traffic cutting through the neighborhood.

Finally, multiple opinion pieces written by The Sun have erroneously stated that the land
will need to be rezoned to achieve the density required for the proposed development.
However, Keswick will not need to pursue a zoning change and will require only a
conditional use ordinance under the existing R-1 zoning known as a planned unit
development (PUD), a status similar to that of the developments of the Village of Cross
Keys, Roland Springs and Roland Park Place.

Any project such as our proposed center involves a great deal of planning on many
levels - market research, traffic studies, economic impact analysis, architectural design
and much more. At this time, we are still in the early stages of what will be a lengthy and
in-depth process.

But we are excited about sharing information that will prove that our proposal will benefit
both the growing senior population in Baltimore and the Roland Park community.

Libby Bowerman
Baltimore

The writer is the CEO of the Keswick Multi-Care Center.
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